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Veterinary Ireland Policy Document on the  
Use of Animals for Research  
 
Veterinary Ireland recognises that the use of animals in research is a sensitive subject on which 
members of both the profession and the public may hold views that are at variance with this 
policy.  
 

Veterinary Ireland is of the view that limited use of animals for research purposes is currently, 
for specific cases, a medical and scientific necessity and will continue to be so for the 
foreseeable future.  
 

Veterinary Ireland is also of the view that the use of animals is only justified after an honest and 
informed effort has been made to find an alternative method of finding the information sought, 
which does not require the use of animals, and it is certain that no previous testing results 
already exist that can be analysed for the subject area in question. 
 
All research involving animals must: - 
 

1. Be done under strict legal and ethical control. 
 

2. Always demonstrate empathy for any animals used. 
 

3. Endeavour to obtain the maximum amount of high-quality data from the minimum 
number of animals at the lowest welfare cost. 

 
 

Veterinary Ireland supports the application of very stringent legal and ethical controls, which 
should be founded on the concept of the 3 Rs, and which should be applied universally: 
  

1. Replacement of sentient animals with in vitro and other techniques. 
 

2. Reduction in the number of animals used. 
 

3. Refinement of the experiment so as to ensure the maximum amount of information is 
obtained at the minimal welfare cost to the animals involved. 

 
 

Veterinary surgeons who are given responsibility for the care of animals used for scientific 
purposes have legal, professional and ethical responsibilities: - 
 

1. Legal - as set down in SI 543 of 2012 and relevant medicines legislation.  
 

2. Professional - as advised in the current Guide to Professional Conduct. 
 

3. Ethical - veterinarians are charged with an enhanced duty of care towards all animals. 
Veterinarians with research animals under their care must be particularly aware of this 
duty and at all times use their influence and expertise to minimise suffering and to 
enhance welfare. 
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